
Rebound by Eric Walters 
It's like I said, it isn't what you do with the shots you make, but the 
ones that don't go in. The rebounds. 

Sean vows that this year will be different: he’ll stay out of trouble 
and make the basketball team, even if it means ditching his old 
friends. 

David also needs to make a new start. A serious accident has left 
him confined to a wheelchair and horribly bitter about how his 
life has changed. 

Forced together, the boys learn to like each other, and their 
friendship may be what they both need to get back in the game. 

As he begins the 8th grade, Sean is determined to turn his life around. He convinces 
a skeptical vice-principal that he will stay out of trouble and make the basketball 
team. However, as a consequence for a scuffle with a new student, David--who is in a 
wheelchair--Sean is assigned to be David's host for the rest of the school year. This is 
a story of their developing friendship and how each boy challenges the other to 
rebound in the face of adversity. 
 
 
 
Vocabulary 
 
Directions: Choose a minimum of one word per week 
from the novel you are reading.  Use that word in an 
original sentence, meaning your own sentence.  The 
sentence you write should demonstrate that you 
understand the definition of the word. 
 
Rebound pg. 7 trickle 
  
Sweat trickled down Williams’ face as he ran from the sea of predators chasing him 
during a fierce game of Crazy Ball. 
 
I sat watching the raindrops trickle down the window, wishing that it could be 
outdoor recess. 
  
Rebound pg. 12 skeptical 
 
My teacher was skeptical when I told her that my dog ate my homework.   

 

 



Jot note: Things that make you go hmmmm… 
 
Directions: What do you notice about the book that jumps out at you when you 
read?  Choose a short passage from your novel and copy it into your reading log 
notebooks.  Write about why this passage stood out to you and why you felt that it 
was important. 
  
Book: Rebound 
 
“What’s wrong, are you scared that some of them might be too big or too tough for 
you?” he asked. 
 
I spun around quickly. “I’m not afraid of any …” I let the sentence fade away to 
silence and simply smiled. I wasn’t going to go down the same road as last year; he 
couldn’t taunt or dare me into anything I didn’t want to do, and I wasn’t going to do 
it to him either.    Rebound pg. 7 
  
It’s interesting how often people do things when they’re challenged. I’m a stubborn 
person. I try not to let anyone know they’re getting to me, even if they are. Stay cool, 
stay calm, and stay collected. It can frustrate people when you keep your cool so let 
them get frustrated instead! 
  
 

 
What’s the Big Idea? 
  
Directions: As you read, think about the message that the 
author is trying to get across.  Choose a section from your 
novel and write about the big idea that the author is 
conveying.   
 
Book: Rebound 
 

The big idea at the start of the book Rebound is that it’s sometimes tough to stand up 
and do the right thing. At the beginning of the story, Sean is trying to do the right 
thing and start the school year without any problems. The problem is that Scott, one 
of his old friends, wants him to keep living his old problem way of life. Sean knows 
he needs to stand up to Scott and tell him to get lost, but it’s tough for him to do this. 
Sean is caught between having fun or doing the right thing. I know that I normally 
make the right choice when it comes to doing the right thing, but I worry for my own 
students and hope that they will always find ways to stand up. Character comes with 
courage and if you have both the right thing to do will be obvious. Time will tell in 
Rebound if Sean learns the same thing. 
 
 

 



Character Development 
 
Directions: As a story progresses, the reader learns more 
about the characters in the book.  The characters evoke 
responses from the reader because you will connect with 
characters in different ways.  You may like a character, 
dislike a character, root for a character to succeed or fail 
depending on your connection to each particular 
character in the book.  
 
Choose a short passage from your novel that highlights 
something about one of the characters.  Write about why this passage stood out to 
you and how you connected with the character or how you felt about that particular 
character’s actions. 
 
  
Book: Rebound 
 
As kids went by, Scott leaned closer to me and quietly made funny comments. He 
always did crack me up and I tried to stifle my laughter. I’d missed hanging with 
him. Maybe things could be different this year…maybe he wanted to stay out of 
trouble too…maybe we could spend some time together.    Rebound pg. 8 
  
I never feel comfortable around people who spend time making fun of others. I 
always think of two things. 1. It’s really a foolish way to make yourself feel better by 
making fun of others.  2. I hope my students aren’t hanging around with people like 
that or being made fun of themselves.  There’s a reason that our code of conduct 
states, “Remember that God is inside everyone and live my life in a way that shows 
this.” 
 

 


