
December 14, 2016 

Hey Brianna (and Adrian) 

I read this book the other day The One and Only Ivan. I think you would really like it. The book talks 

about this gorilla – I know strange right? But here’s the thing -  the gorilla has real human emotions. He 

talks about what it’s like to be in a cage. I’ve never really minded zoos. I think we can learn from them. 

This book gave me a different view. The reason I’m recommending this to both of you is that I think it 

might change your perspective a bit about animals. It has a dog, elephant, and gorilla and all end up 

having thoughts of what life in captivity is. I won’t spoil the ending but I’ll just say that it will blow you 

away. The author is creative, poignant and best of all, it’s a Newberry Medal book. I want you to try it 

and let me know what you think.  

Make sure you write back, once you do.  

Your Principal, 

Mr. Fernandes 

 

Dec 14, 2016 
 
Cristina, 
 
I need you to read The Book Whisperer by Donalyn Miller. There are so many good pd books out there 
and I came across this one from a recommendation in another PD book Classrooms that Work by 
Allington and Cunningham. 
 
This line sums up why I like the book so much. “Readers whispering back and forth about their reading 
experiences – this is how reading should look.”  That line is an explanation for how Miller says students 
should write about the books they’re reading. Not a big idea per se, or jot notes (I still see the value in 
those) but just conversations about a book. I modelled for the students what I want them to try today.  
 

 
 
Not sure if it was the “right” way but I’m curious to see where it goes. I told them they could write to 
anyone but when I think about it, I think for their first book letter, it should go to me. I’m curious to see 
if this could be the basis of reader response for  a month or more. She does it for the whole year. In that 
world of creating life long readers and writers, it seems so authentic. It’s what I’m doing right now – 
writing about a book to another avid reader - you! 
 
Some of Miller’s other ideas include that we should have different genres that kids read and discuss the 
different genres with them. I’ll be honest and say the majority of my reading is fiction. 
 



Here’s what she actually shares with her students about the purpose of their reading notebook:  “Reflect 
on what you are reading. I am not suggesting that you write summaries of every book you read or your 
personal responses to them, but you can if you would like to. Think about what you are reading, and 
observe what you like about the book or what you don’t like about it. What makes it challenging or fun 
to read? What sticks with you about the book when you are done?”   I like this idea. Want to give it a 
shot? I’m going to try it with Brian’s Gr. 7/8 class and I’m also going to share some of my reflections with 
you. 
 
One other thing that’s a part of her program is that continued push to give students time to read books 
they choose. Her expectation is that each student in her intermediate class reads 40 books. I think this 
would be an awesome goal. I’m going to push the class for 20 since 4 months are already gone and I’m 
going to aim for the same thing. 
 
Will try to get you a copy of the book soon and in that world of my mountain of books (Miller’s term for 
the books that she has piled up waiting to read), please send me any good choices you might 
recommend for me. Fiction is great or if there’s a pd book you would recommend, I’d good for that as 
well. 
 
Hope the final days before Christmas holidays are going well for you. 
 
Talk/Read from you soon. 
 
Roy 
 
 


